hn OO 
2 
* 


4 Liberty. of Conſcience 
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22 holy Ood, whoſe wiſdom is infinite and unſearchable: 
2 did make of oue blood all nations, and by his power and 
wiſdom hebreactied into man the breath of Life, and endued 
him with pure Reaſon, and Underſtanding, in which he bore 
che Image of God in Righteouſneſs and crue Holineſs, and 
therein he was made to differ from all ſenſuall Creatures; and 
as the pure Reaſon and Underſtanding did fill his intrard man, 
he had true liberty iu che ſame,and his Conſciene was free as 
anto God; but the fall leading nature out of its courſe, the 
Earchly wiſdom” encred man, and man entred into it, and 
thereby loft his pure Reaſon and Underſtanding in which he 
was created, and became earthly, ſenſuall and devellifh ; in 
which nature mins Conſcience is bound in Chains ofdark- 
neſs, and in the ſame nature he would binde the Concience of 
others unto his own perſwafion; but in the beginning it was 
not ſo : Andiby theſe Reaſons following ic may appear, that 


Liberty of Concience in things partaining to God, is of abſo- 
lute meceffity to be grant. 5 


1. It being generally confeſſed, that man is degenerated 


from God, and that there is to be a Reſtauration by Jeſus 
Cnriſt; then in what way ſoever Chrift doth appeorin man to 


reſtore him unto God, he is not to be limited, or his appear- 


vznce quenched by any Law or Decree; though he may appeare 


contrary to mans expectation. | 
2, It being generally confeſſed, that Chriſt is a Saviour; then 
he is not to be limited, or his appearance quenched, in what 
way foever he doth appear in man to work his ſalvation. _ 
3. K beinggenerall confeſſed, that all men have finned, 
and that by Chriſt alone they muſt be redeemed;then he is not 


to be limited, or his appearance quenched, in what way ſo- 
ever he doth appear 1 to _—_ Redemption our offin. a 

4. Ie being generally eonfeſſed, that fin ſeparates from God, 
and that Dy CHEE alone reconciliation muſt be made;then he 
is not to be | 


imited, or his appearence quenched, in what'way 
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ſoever he dot h appear in (£9) reconcile him unto God, 
*5, It being generally confeſſed, that God is 4 ſpirit, and 
muſt be worſhiped in ſpiricz then che ſpirits manifeſtation: is 
not tabe limited or quenched, in what ee 
manifeſt in man to lead him into the worſhip of Gd. 


89 
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6. LE Deng generally confeſſed, that the ſpirit of truth leads a 


into all truth then the Spirit is not to be limited or quenched 
in what way ſoe ver it is made manifeſt in man to lead him in · 
to all truth. 1 „ | . 

7. It being generally confeſſed, that all people ſhould live 
a peaceable life;then the Spitit is not to be limited or quench- 
ed, in what way ſoe ver it is made manifeſt in man to kill che 
luſt and ſtrife, and to lead him in the way of peace. 

8. It being generally confeſſed, that one man ſhould do un- 
to another as he would that another ſnould do unto him, chen 
the Spirit ts not to be limited or quenched, in what way ſoever 
it is made manifeſt in man to beger Love in his heart, and to 
lead him to do good unto all men. | "SOR 

9. It being generally confeſſed, that all men ſhould be ſub- 
7e& unto Kings, and all in authority; then the Spirit is not to 
be limited or quenched, in what way ſoever it is made mani- 
feſt in man, to cruciſie his rebellious nature, and to ſubje& 
every thought into the obedience ot Chriſt, and ſo make him 
ſubje& unto Kings, and all in authority. 5 

10. It being generally confeſſed, that there is but one way 
and truth, then the Spirit is not to be limited or quenched, in 
what way ſoever it is made manifeſt in man to diſcover. falſe 
wayes and errors, and to lead him from them, and ſo bring 

him into the one way and truth according to its own pleaſure, 

Now the Quakers principle and practice anſwering theſe 


generall-Reaſons, there is a neceſſity why their Liberty ſhould 
be granted in things pertaining to Gd. 
x. Becauſe they have received Chriſt Jeſus in the appear- 
ance of his Light, and are followers of his Light in his own 
way, and by the Light they are reftored into the pure Reaſon, 
Wiſdomand Underſtanding in which their Inward man ſtands 
innocently before Sedy and their outward man diſpoſed in 
. Righteouſneſs 


1 
Righteouſneſs, as in the beglaning | | 
2. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt in which he hath unto them 
appeared, and istheirprinciple, is made unto them the power- 
of od unto ſalvation, : + -- 5 1 27 
3. Recauſeche Light of Chriſt hatle taken away their ſin, - 
and redeemed them from all iniquity, and hath made them a 
peculiar people unto God. | 

4. . Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath broken down the parti- 
tion wall of ſin, and hath reconciled them unto God, and made 
their peace. 955 

5. Becauſe the Light of Chrift hath. given them the true 
knowledge of the one onely wiſe God, unto whom alone they 
bow, and him onely worſhip in the Light of the Spirit which 
they have received. b ls. +1, 

. 6, Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath manifeſted the truth in 
their hearts, and led them in the ſame by its own power. 

7. Becauſe che Light of Chriſt hath killed che luſt and ſtriſe 
in them, and lead them to live a peaceable life in all Godlineſs 
and honeſty... -» . 5 85 

8. Becauſe the Light of Chrift hath; purged out deeeit and 
hypocrifie, and begotteu love in their hearts, that they cannot 


render Evil for Evil, but abide. in the docttine of Chriſt, and 


love their Euemies. e | 

9. Beeauſe the Light of Chriſt hath crucified the rebellious 
nature in them, and made them ſubject to his own will, and 
thereby x. them unto Kings, and all in authority, and 
they faithfully anſwer the Kings command, wherein chey can 
keep their Conſciences clear in che fight of God, and what for 
Conſcience ſake they cannot anſwer, they patiently ſuffer un- 
der, and ſo date do nothing againſt the truth, but for the truth, 
and walk with a Conſcience void of offence towards God and 
man. ä 

10. Becauſe the Light, of Chriſt hath diſcovered unto them 
the many falſe wayes and errors, and the great danger in them, 
and hath led them into the one way and truth, in which they 
have true peace with God,; and ſzrve' hin in fingleneſs of cfie1 
hearts; and thus hath Chriſt done that for them which _ - 
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ſoever he dot h appear in 22 reconcile him unto God. 

5, It being generally confeſſed, that God is 4 ſpirit, and 
muſt be worſhiped in ſpititʒ then che ſpirite manifeſtation is 
not ta be limited or quenched, in what way ſoee ver it is made 
manifeſt in man to lead him into the worſhip of God. 

6. It being generally con feſſed, that ch 
into all truth then the Spirit is not to be limited or quenched 
in what way ſoe ver it is made manifeſt in man to lead him in- 
to all truth. e CIT | EP 

7. It being generally ' confeſſed, that all people ſhould live 
a peaceable life;cthen the Spirit is not to be limited or quench- 
ha in what way ſoe ver it is made manifeft in man to kill the 
luſt and ſtrife, and to lead him in the way of peace. | 

8. It being generally confeſſed, that one man ſhould do un- 
to another as he would that another ſhould do unto him, chen 
the Spirit ts not to be limited or quenched, in what way ſoever 
it is made manifeſt in man co beger Love in his heart, and to 
lead him to do good unto all men. 8 

9. It being generally confeſſed, that all men ſhould be ſub- 
jett unto Kings, and all in authority; then the Spirit is not to 
be limited or quenched, in what way ſoever it is made mani- 
feſt in man, to crucifie his rebellious nature, and to ſubje& 
every thought into the obedience ot Chriſt, and ſo make him 
ſubje& unto Kings, and all in authority. 

16, It being generally confeſſed, that there is but one way 
and truth, then the Spirit is not to be limited orguenehed,in 
what way ſoever it is made manifeſt in man to diſcover falſe 
wayes and errors, and to lead him from them, and ſo bring 

him imo tlie one way and truth according to its own pleaſure, 
No the Quakers principle and practice anſwering theſe 
generall Reaſons, there is a neceſſity why their Liberty ſhou}d 

be granted in things pertaining to Gd. 
x. Becauſe they have received Chrift Jeſus in the appear- 
ance of his Light, and are followers of his Light in his own 
way, and by the Light they are reſtored into the pure Reaſon, 
Wiſdomand Underſtanding in which their Inward man ſtands 
innocently before Sedy and their outward man diſpoſed in 
| Righteouſneſs 
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Righteouſneſs, as in the beginning, 

2. Becauſe the Light of Chrift in which he hath unto them 
appeared, and is their principle, is made unto them the power 
of od unto falyation, 15 2 25 | 1 x 

3. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hatle taken away their fin, 
and redeemed them from all iniquity, and hach made them a 
peculiar people unto God. | 8 

4. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath broken down the parti- 
tion wall of ſia, and hath reconciled them unto God, and made 
their peace. | 1 5 

5. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath given them che true 
knowledge of the one onely wiſe God, unto whom alone they 
bow, and him onely worſhip in the Light of the Spirit which 
they have received. e | e 

6. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath manifeſted the truth in 
their hearts, and led them in the ſame by its own power. 

7, Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath killed the luſt and ſtriſe 
in them, and lead them to live a peaceable life in all Godlineſs 
and honeſtx. DE Pi ET 

8. Becauſe the Light of Chrift hath; purged out deceit and 
hypocriſie. and begotteu love iti their hearts, that they cannot 
render Evil for Evil, but abide in the docttine of Chriſt, and 
love their Euemies. 9 | 

9. Becauſe the Light of Chriſt hath crucified the rebellious 
nature in them, and made them ſubject to his own will, .and 
thereby ey cp them unto: Kings, and all in authority, and 
they faithfully anſwer the Kings command, wherein chey can 
keep their Conſciences clear in the ſight of God, and what for 
Conſcience ſake they cannot anſwer, they patiently ſuffer un- 
der, and ſo dare do nothing againſt the truth, but for the truth, 
and walk with a Conſcience void of offence towards God and 
man. : 

10. Becauſe the Light, of Chriſt hath diſcovered unto them 
the many falſe wayes and errors, and the great danger in them, 
and hath led chem into the one way and truth, in which they 
have true peace with God, and ſerve him in fingleneſsof my 
hearts; and thus hath Chriſt done that for them which * 
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ether could do; by which they kno chat it is heʒ and they are 


witneflegof his power and life, giving him the glory over all, 

Now as it is evident by theſe Reaſons, that the Quakers have 
received the holy and trus principle of Light that comes fram 
Chrift Jeſus, and walk in the ſame, ſo they ought to have that 
Liberty granted them into which Chriſt hath reftored them, 
they anſwcring in principle and practiſe thoſe things which 
by othersare in words confeſſed, who ſay, hut do not perform, 


it; 


the Quakers have fulneſs of joy and peace. 


Now as concerning others, who ere not like · mi aded 4 ng 
ſent, and yet in their Conſcience are tender towards God, and 


anſwers a Conſcience unto God, according to the perſwation 


that he bat h wrought in them by his Spirit, that they may not 
be ſuppreſſed, becauſe there is Ham thing which is begotten 
in tenderneſ towards God, that is to de cruſhed, bruifed 
nched-by force or: violence of any Law; and whileſt 


owt 
_ -peopl themfelves peaceably,the Liberty of their Con- 
ſcience in things pertaini 
them; and whereit is fo, they that have power, do not to o- 
chers as they would be done by; and ſo manifeſt that they are 
void of natural affections, And theſethings I write, that not any 
thing of God, though never ſo low and weak in its —_— 
be cruſhed or quenched any way in its tender breathings; 
will cruth,peace and righteonfneſt flouriſhin the Earth in the 
ſame life, powerand wiſdom, which was before trangreſſion and 
perſecution, and puts an end to it again, | 


A tender Meſſage of Love unto the Ring. 
ug my ſpeechis direfed unto thee in all humbleneſs 


of mind, and from the renderueſs of my heart I write 
8 5 the 


which ſhews that they are in the weakneſs of the fleſh, in which 
none cam pleaſe God ; but tbey that obey the Light and follow * 
ey do thoſe things that are well · pleaſing in his ſight, and 
is the Light they are accepted: and in this principle and praQiſe 


to God, ought nor tobe denied - 


thou art ealigheened/und in the Light thou wilr fetl che Life 
8 N ? MHA Oak of. © 
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the matter which is laid upon me from the Moſt High; let 


therefore be received and entettained by thee as 4 matter of 
reateſt weight and concernment anto thee z for it ij chat on- 
by which thou muſt either ſtand or fall. Ja : 

Ze x therefore knoun unto thee, that the one blood of which 
God made all Nations, and in which is life; is the moſt Royal 
blood, and the moft noble and renownable of all thingy, und 


by it alone all mankind have ſiſe, breath and being, amongſt 


whom thou art one, O King; therefore thy Life not being in 
thy own hand, conſider who hath prolonged thy dayes, and 
fretehed out thy yeare, who hath helped thee in time of ftraits, 
tryalo, diſtreſſes and affiitions, is it not God alone, who alſo 
can cut thy days ſhort, and finiſh them in a moment? Let this 
confideracion be wirh thee in thy private chamber, that thou 
mayeſt fear before the Moſt High , and apply thy heart unto 
iſdom̃; for by Wiſdom Kings | Thrones are eftablick- 
ed; and in Wiſdoms path thou wilt ſind the footſteps of thoſe 
pour deſpiſed people called Quabers , who have hearkened to 
iſdoms voice, and walk with her in her own way therefore 


- encreat them well, 28 people redeemed by the 
T R 


Lord, and he hath choſen out of Nations, Kindreds, 
— — and People, and 1 
ple of his eye, for he is their God, and they are his people;and 
of their innocency and peaceableneſs thou haſt had large ex- 
perience, and haft not found them ar any time to be rebelli- 
ous;though they have and do ſuffer great afflictions under thy 
power; yer this 1s cheir comfort in all their afflictions,thar'chey 
de not ſaffer as evit-doers, but as innocent from all juſt offen- 
ces; whereby they can zpprove their hearts unto God, and to. 
the glory of God they can enquire of all men if at any time 
ebey have d, or injared, or evil entrented any man fince- 
the precious tru hackeatercd/into cheir heurtt; and if here - 
in none enn fully aceuſe them as certeinly none can; thenthe 
Lord wil not hold the m guiltleſs that do in any wiſe oppreſs. 
them; forit is his cauſe th ſtand in & t f 8 rof men Carte: 
nstoverturn it.Oh take-counſel at chr Rigiit of Chrift vittr vc 


(8) Fe 
of theſe poor deſpiſed people; and as thou com ſt to feel their 
' Life in the Light, then will thy love be towards them; but if 
thou hate the Light in thy own canſcience, thou canſt neve: 
know them as they are; and ſo inſtead of being a Nurſing · Fa- 
ther to them, thou mayeſt add to their afflictions, as being ig- 
norant of them; for none can know them, but in the Light of 
Chriſt, by which they are changed and renewed in the ſpirit of 
their minds, and tranſlated inco the heavenly life > which the 
earthly Wiſdom cannot comprehend, Oh! let no counſel en- 
ter into thy heart, to cauſe thee toturn againſt this people; but 
purſue thy promiſes which thou haſt made, and ſo often renew- 
ed, touching Liberty of Conſcience; for the performance of 
thoſe promiſes will be of greater ſtrength and ſecurity unto 
. thee, then all the ſtrengtli that others can give thee to defend 
thee, who with reaſons would or may overcome thee, to make 
thy promiſes void, and thereby cauſe thee to add affiitions up- 
on the innoceut, whoat this day bear the burden, though eve- 
ry way they ſeek thy good, and conceruing whom 1 do believe 
that thou haſt a perſwaſion in thy own. heart touching their 
innocency; and if thou take heed unto that which doth at 
any time perſwade thee that they are an innocent people, it 
will yet more perſwade the, and will work thy heart into love 
towards them, even as theirs is tawards thee, to do thee good 
in any wiſe; and as they are a free · born people within thy do- 
minion, and have an outward portion in the ſame, with wives, 
children and families, who are ready to do good in all places 
here they are ſetled, let it not enter into chy heart to ſpoile 
them, or baniſh them from their native beings and birthrights, 
and from husbands, wives, children and relations, who are not 


* 5 * 


Tam a ſincere lover of thy 
| | THE END, . | 


